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THE MUSICAL TIMES 



TAXES ON KNOWLEDGE. 
The direct Taxes on the present number of the 
Musical Times amount to — 

Duty on Paper, for 7000 copies, at Three- 
halfpence per lb., with 5 per cent, added £3 6 4 
Duty at Is. 6d. each, on 40 Advertisements 3 
January, February, and March numbers, 
brought forward from p. 352 18 4 6 



£24 10 10 

besides that the proprietor has to enter into large 
recognizances to the Queen, and is subject to penalties 
of £20 and upwards, for omitting any one of the 
multifarious requirements of the Stamp Act. 

This amount, £24 10s. lOd. (were the Taxes re- 
pealed), might be spent in improving the work or 
lowering its price. It is incumbent upon all who 
desire the extension of Education, to protest, on 
every possible opportunity, against the continuance 
of the Taxes on Knowledge, especially by a Legis- 
lature which professes to encourage Literature. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Epsilon. — There are no cheap Biographies of Eminent 
Musicians printed in England, thai we are aware of. 
A reprint of Sir John Hawkins's History is announced, 
which contains what you probably want. There was a 
Dictionary of Musicians printed in 1825, 2 vols., now 
only to be had second-hand 

F. L.— The end of a chant must always accord with the first 
chord, to allow of the return being agreeable to the ear ; 
tliere is no objection to the modulation you name, but in all 
such cases you would do well to take counsel with a good 
teacher. 

Marty n is advised to take lessons of some of our English com- 
posers who have already gained a reputation for their 
orchestral writing. 

F. .1. J. , Bawtry. — A [» is certainly higher than G 0- The 
octave was divided into 53 parts for Col. Thomsons En- 
harmonic Organ ; of which 33 and 34 are given to the 
two sorts of Gtt, and 36 to A 7 — see his book, "Just 
Intonation," page 21, $c. 

In Mr. Edwin West's Advertisement, page 356, for " Tavis- 
foci-street," read " Tavistock- place." 

Onicron will not be legally justified in inserting any copyright 
melodies in his tutors without written permission from the 
proprietors ; but we are unable to say if the airs he men- 
tions be copyright or not. 

*** We have again to remind our correspondents that we go 
to press 6 clear working days before the end of the month ; 
last month, letters arrived from Aldersgate-street, Chester 
Colchester, Daventry, Liverpool, Woolton, and Swindon 
when our paper was nearly printed off. 



Brief Chronicle of the last ittonth. 



Royal Society of Musicians. — The 114th anniversary 
of this useful society was held on the 9th inst. ; President, 
Sir G. Clerk, Bart., M.P. Among the subscriptions 
announced were, balance from the Ancient Concerts, 
£22 14s. 4d.i Sir G. Clerk, £10; Collard and Co., 
£52 10s. ; Mr. F. Hamilton, £5 5s. ; Mrs. Costa, £5 5s. ; 
Mr. G. C. Bishop, £5 5s. ; Mr. Phillips (4th donation), 
£5 5s. ; Mr. Seguin, £10 10s. ; the Orchestral Association, 
£15. Messrs. Broadwood, in addition to annual subscrip- 
tions amounting to £700, have, as we before announced, 
contributed a pianoforte, the value of which is estimated 
at £1200. Miss Dolby, Miss Seymour, Miss Birch, Mr. 



Benson, Mr. D. King, Mr. Young, Mr. Lawler, Mr. 
Whitehouse, Mr. Barnby, and Mr. Bayley, were the prin- 
cipal vocalists ; the band comprised some of our best 
instrumental performers. Mr. Cipriani Potter and Mr. 
Sterndale Bennett presided at the pianoforte. As usual 
the reunion partook less of the nature of a public dinner 
than of a musical festival ; the company consisted of a 
distinguished part}', many of whom assemble yearly to 
testify their admiration of this valuable society. 

The Philharmonic Society. — The first concert took 
place on the 15th. Haydn's " No. 12 Symphony," was 
played in a superb manner ; a compliment that may well 
and justly extend to Beethoven's " Eroica," a finer inter- 
pretation of which was never offered. The overtures were 
the " Zauberflote " and " Preciosa." M. Halle played 
Mendelssohn's Concerto with wonderful effect ; we have 
heard no such treatment of this fine work since the per- 
formance by the composer himself. Signor Sivori intro- 
duced a Fantasia on the oft-repeated last air in " Lucia de 
Lammermoor" which, by his bold treatment and singular 
correctness of intonation was rendered a conspicuous feature 
in the concert ; nevertheless the air is so much hackneyed, 
we would fain have heard Signor Sivori's powers more 
profitably employed. Madame Castellan and Mr. Sims 
Reeves were the vocalists. A few alterations have been 
made in the orchestra— Piatti and Bottesini being added 
to the celli and basses. 

The New Philharmonic Society. — The firet perform- 
ance of this society was held on the 24th of March. A 
large assembly attended its inauguration. The first part 
of a dramatic Symphony, called Romeo and Juliet, by Hector 
Berlioz, the conductor, was on this occasion introduced to 
the London public ; this, with Mozart's " Jupiter " Sym- 
phony, the Overtures to Oberon and William Tell, and a 
Selection from Iphigenia in Zauride, made up an ample 
repast of instrumental music. 

Mr. Neate's Soirees. — The second and third soiree's 
of Mr. Neate's series took place on the 10th and 17th of 
March. Among the principal features of these recherche 
entertainments, the masterly performance of Woelfl's 
Grand Sonata in C minor by Mr. Neate, should be men- 
tioned ; and also Mozart's charming Quartet in D, No. 7, 
played with fine feeling by M. Sainton, Mr. Cooper, Mr. 
Hill, and Piatti. The company were of a highly distin- 
guished character, a fact we are glad to record, as it holds 
out encouragement to the practice and development of 
the higher order of music. 

Mr. W. S. Bennett's Concert. — The last of the series 
of this gentleman's concerts took place on the 16th. The 
principal novelty was a Sonata by Mr. Bennett, for piano- 
forte and violoncello, a work of singular beauty. Mozart's 
Pianoforte Trio, with clarionet, and Beethoven's Theme 
and variations, Op. 44, were played, and cordially approved. 
Mr. Bennett's pianoforte playing is of the purest and most 
refined kind, an assertion fully borne out by the evidence 
of appreciation evinced by the audience. 

The Monthly Concerts. — The third of this series of 
concerts has been given, when the second act of Gluck's 
Orfeo, the principal part being sung by Miss Williams, the 
"Choral Fantasia" of Beethoven, Mendelssohn's " Lauda 
Sion," and the " Sanctus," "Benedictus," and "Hosanna," 
by Gounod, were performed. Mrs. Endersohn and Mr. 
Swift (pupil of Mr. Crivelli ) were the other vocalists. 

Performances of Organ Music — Mr. W. T. Best has 
lately been giving a series of three performances of organ 
music upon the large organ, built for the new Church at 
Hampstead. The programmes included some fine organ 
compositions by Krebs, Rink, Hoepner, Schneider, and 
Hesse. The organ, a very fine one, contains two complete 
manuals from CC, with a pedal board of two octaves and 
a half, and also possesses the recently patented pneumatic 
combination movement. 
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Madame Clara Novello. — This lady is expected in 
London daily ; she will sing in Haydn's Creation, for the 
Sacred Harmonic Society, on the 2nd of April. 

Albany Chapel, Regent's Park. — On the 4th of 
March, the members of the Singing classes assembling at 
the above chapel, presented to their teacher, Mr. Elisha 
Archer, an elaborately carved muBic-stand and baton ; 
(with a suitable engraved inscription,) as a token of re- 
spect for the zeal and ability displayed by him in con- 
ducting courses of instruction in singing, on the system 
adopted by Mr. Hullah. During the evening, the class 
performed several sacred and secular pieces. So satis- 
factory has been the progress of these classes, that it is 
the intention of Mr. Archer to continue the practice of 
Bacred music once a week at Albany Chapel, and once a 
week for the practice of secular music in the School 
Boom. 

Bans's Harmonic Society, Hadfield. — A performance 
of sacred music was given on the 13th, in the School at 
Hadfield, by the members of this society, for the benefit 
of the sufferers at Holmfirth. The programme consisted 
of selections from the works of Handel, Elvey, Jackson, 
Jomelli, and others. Mr. Geo. Swindells was the con- 
ductor, Mr. Jos. Garlick the leader. The entertainment 
was of a very creditable description. 

The Liverpool Sacred Harmonic Society. — This 
society has been established on principles similar to the 
Exeter Hall Sacred Harmonic Societies, for the practice of 
Oratorios, Anthems, Psalmody, Chanting, &c. The con- 
ductorship is placed, in the hands of Mr. Hackett ; Dr. 
Bexfield is the organist, and Mr. Estill, treasurer. It is 
intended to hold weekly rehearsals — the chorus is to 
consist of 500 performers. 

Hastings. — A concert was given on the 17th of March 
by the professional and amateur musicians of Hastings, in 
behalf of the sufferers of the Holmfirth flood. A well- 
selected programme was performed to the satisfaction of 
a large audience. 

Worcester Harmonic Concert. — The Harmonic 
Society gave their first concert for the season on the 11th 
of March, at the Music Hall. The programme consisted 
of a judicious selection from Handel's oratorio of Samson, 
which, while it gave the principal features of the story, 
included all the finest songs and choruses in the work. 
Mr. Done conducted, and Mr. Jabez Jones presided at the 
organ. The choruses generally were given with that 
steadiness which evinces good training, and with that 
effect which shows the singers' own appreciation of the 
subject. The attendance was scarcely so numerous as 
was anticipated. — Worcestershire Chronicle. 

Swindon Sacred Choral Class. — The second concert 
of this society was recently given at the Assembly Booms 
of the Goddard Arms Hotel, to a large and; delighted 
audience. The number present was estimated at not 
less than 350, and comprised the clergy, gentry, and 
principal inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood. 
The class are now practising Mendelssohn's St. Paul, and 
we hope it will not be long before we announce the third 
concert. 

Town Hall, Bury. — A choral and madrigal concert 
was given in this Hall on the 10th of March, under the 
direction of Mr. Hacking, jun. The choir consisted of 
about forty voices. 

Bath. — The Sixth People's Concert took place on 
the evening of the 8th of March, at the Guildhall, under 
the patronage of the Mayor. The band, which was full 
and efficient, was led by Mr. Salmon ; and Mr. Milsom 
conducted. 

Oldeury. — The thirteenth annual concert of the Old- 
bury Choral Society was held recently in the AVesleyan 



School Room. The attendance was much larger than on 
any former occasion, upwards of 500 persons being present. 
The performance reflected the greatest, credit upon the 
talent of the members of the society, and not a few of the 
audience were surprised to find so able and efficient a 
class of performers in this town. We understand it is the 
intention of the choral society to give a concert shortly on 
behalf of one of the educational establishments in the 
town. 

Manchester. — The prize offered by the Ardwick Gen- 
tlemen's Glee Club, for the best original cheerful glee 
for four voices, has been awarded to Dr. Bexfield. 

Gloucester. — At the public institute at Gloucester, an 
elementary singing class, on Hullah's method, is to be 
established under the direction of Messrs. Higgs and 
Herring, with especial reference to the promotion of 
domestic and choral music. 

Dundee Choral Society. — The first concert of the 
season was given on the 23rd of March. Mr. Pearman 
was the leader and conductor. The first part consisted 
almost entirely of sacred — the second wholly of secular 
music. The members were assisted by Mr. F. Helmore, 
Mr. E. Salter, organist of St. Andrews, and Master 
Covington, of Perth. 

Newcastle Choral Society's Concerts. — On the 17th 
of March this society gave a miscellaneous concert in the 
Music Hall, Newcastle, which was numerously and re- 
spectably attended. Mr. Pyburn, as usual, acted as con- 
ductor, Mr. Bedshaw as organist, Mr. Pattinson pianist, 
and the musical corps consisted of about thirty vocalists. 
Altogether the concert was the best that has been given 
by this society, which thus shows indications of continued 
progress and proficiency. 

Berlin. — The news from here is that the King of 
Prussia has just created an appointment of Director of 
Court Church Music ; Herr Emil Naumann has been in- 
vested with the office. The Prussian papers further 
announce the recent demise of Herr von Winterfeld, a 
well known composer of sacred music. 

Western Madrigal Society. — The 13th Anniversary 
Festival took place on March 26th, at the Freemasons' 
Tavern, in the large hall, where an unusually large com- 
pany sat down to dinner at half-past five o'clock — we 
mention the hour because we consider it an improvement 
upon the ordinary late hours — the result was, that a very 
excellent selection of Madrigals and Full Anthems was 
concluded by shortly after ten o'clock. The progress of 
the Society is in every way gratifying to its numerous 
well-wishers. In passing, we may remark that the dinner 
provided by the new proprietor of the Hall was excellently 
served for so large a party, and a great improvement in 
every way. 
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17 All people that on earth ... ... Tallis 

•27 And he shall purify ... ... ... Handel 

*37 Alia Trinita Beata 

*80 Again my mournful sighs ... Battishill & V. Novello 

*90 Behold I bring you good tidings (Anthem for Christmas Day) 

T. L. da Vittoria 

*46 Blessed is the people ... ... Novello 

*50 Blessed is he that considereth the poor ... Dr. Nares 



